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News and Information from Solusi University

Solusi Thanksgiving Day
by Maqhawe Dube

The inaugural, Annual Solusi Thanksgiving Day was held
on the 20th of July, 2018 at the Solusi Beit Hall, as the
university reflected on the rich, 124 years of legacy of
service since the foundation
of the institution and the
long, eventful journey that
has seen Solusi making an
indelible mark . The event
which is set to be a yearly
event coincided with the
arrival of the pioneers in 1894
albeit on the 25th of July.
The event, hosted by the
university’s Public Relations
Department, was attended
by representatives of the Seventh Day Adventist Church
leadership in Zimbabwe, the university’s administration,
faculty, staff and students, as well as the community at
large.
The attendees, who braved the chilly weather to be at this
auspicious occasion, were not disappointed as speaker
after speaker gave inspirational perspectives on the
‘Solusi Story’ and chronicled how God has led in the
formation and operation of the institution to date. A
descendant of the Mlevu chieftainship, which gave the
missionaries the land on which Solusi was founded,
regaled the audience with stories of how Chief Mlevu
provided for and protected the missionaries, and how
that hospitality eventually cost him his life.
Dr Eugene Fransch, the Executive Secretary of the
Zimbabwe Central Union Conference of the Seventh Day
Adventist Church and current Chair of the University
Council, and Ps Bongani Ndlovu, the Education Director
of the Zimbabwe West Union Conference, also recounted
their experiences at the institution in the eventful period
of the late 1970s to early 1980s. In the spirit of preserving
this inspirational history, the Biblical Archaeology Class

presented a banner and some plaques commemorating
some of the key players in the Solusi Story to Dr Micah
Choga, the Chancellor of the University and Professor
Ephraim T. Gwebu, the Vice Chancellor.
It became abundantly
clear as the program
progressed and each
speaker reinforced it, that
the values of obedience
to God, service, sacrifice,
generosity and a dogged
determination in the face
of almost insurmountable
odds that the pioneers of the
institution experienced and
lived by, were the values that
Solusi seeks to inculcate in
every student who passes through its gates.
“We are working to frame Solusi as an oasis of love where
we treat everyone that Solusi interacts with, with the
human dignity that they deserve. We are going to focus
on infrastructural department and we already have a blue
print for a three storey Science complex which will house
the faculties of Health Sciences, Agriculture and Science
and Technology, said Professor Gwebu
Solusi University, located about fifty kilometres
south-west of Zimbabwe’s second city, Bulawayo, is a
coeducational private university. Initially established
in 1894, the institution received authorisation from the
Government of the Republic of Zimbabwe through an
act of Parliament to operate as a university in 1994. As
a university, it first opened on 4 October 1994, the first
private institution of higher education in the country.
Following the granting of the charter by the Government
it was renamed Solusi University. The university is owned
and run by the Seventh-day Adventist Church and is
part of the Seventh-day Adventist education system, the
world’s second largest Christian school system.
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It is with a sense of excitement
and trepidation that we roll
out the first edition of Solusi
Orb as the official newsletter of
Solusi University. We endeavor
to make this a regular news
and information sharing
tool for the benefit of all our
stakeholders.
Solusi Orb shall be a quarterly
publication presently available online and print format
in later editions. Through this publication, we hope to
introduce you to Solusi University as well as keep you
abreast on its key activities and developments.
Talking about developments: The University has had
major personnel changes, as you shall learn in this issue,
at different levels of the organisation. We hope and
pray that these developments shall bring about positive
transformation in our way of doing business as we strive to
‘Attain Excellence in all aspects of University Life’.
Excellence is not the preserve of administrative operations
only. As an editorial team we strive for excellence in the
Orb and we welcome views, comments, suggestions as well
as articles for publication. Should you wish to have your
article(s) published, feel free to contact us through the
details listed to the left of this article for consideration.
Our hope is; as we begin this exciting project, it may be the
beginning of many great interactions with one another, ‘And
now I exhort you to be of good cheer!’ Happy reading!

Sihle Nyathi

Globe used on our logo (we modified to suit
our logo)
Original Globe : http://www.pngall.
com/globe-png licensed by https://
creativecommons.org
www.solusi.ac.zw
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Solusi University Administrators

Vice Chancellor- Professor Ephraim T. Gwebu

Pro - Vice Chancellor- Professor Caesar F. Idaosos

Acting Director, Students Affairs - Dr. Herbert Ndlovu

Acting Director for Finance - Mr. Homebound Mashoko

Registrar- Mrs. Tembekile Musvosvi
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Founding Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, Appointed

agricultural and extension officer. He also worked as
Principal Research Officer in collaboration with Natural
Resources Institute (UK) and Global Livestock Enterprise
(USA) under the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) of the United Nations Environment
Program. The IPCC was awarded the 2007 Nobel Peace
Prize on Climate Change together with Bartholomew
being awarded a Nobel Peace Prize certificate for
contributing to the IPCC Nobel Peace award. He worked
as a Research Fellow at the International livestock
Research Institute (ILRI-Nairobi) and at the Research
Centre-Foulum, Copenhagen (Denmark) and as part
time lecturer at University of Zimbabwe, (ZOU) and
National University of Science and Technology, teaching
and supervising undergraduate and post graduate
students in agriculture and development studies.

Nobel Peace Prize certificate winner, Dr Bartholomew
Mupeta has joined Solusi University as the founding
Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture. The Agricultural
Sciences Faculty will initially encompass departments of
Animal Sciences and crop and soil sciences with a view
to expand into other departments as the industry needs
increase. Dr Mupeta brings a wealth of experience as
he is an agriculturalist with over 35 years’ experience of
work in the Public sector, Non-governmental sector and
University sector.
Mupeta has held various distinguished portfolios as he
has worked with entities such as Plan International for
15 years in various positions including Food Security
and Poverty Alleviation Advisor (FS&PA), Household
and Economic Security (HES) Advisor (Dec 2001 – Sept
2009) and as Monitoring, Evaluation and Research
Manager (MER) (Oct 2009 - Dec 2016). Having
worked in Plan, he is an expert in livelihoods, food and
income security programming and managing market
based system approaches particularly for smallholder
communities. He has wide experience in research,
monitoring and evaluation approaches and participatory
methodologies. He is conversant in mainstreaming
cross cutting issues such as gender equality, HIV&AIDS,
Child protection and Environmental management in
agriculture and development.
Prior to joining Plan International, he worked for 20
years in various positions as the Director of Henderson
Research Institute of Agriculture, Chief Research officer
on the Market Oriented Small Holder Dairy sector,
Principal Agricultural Technical officer, and Regional

He has a strong research background with over 30
publications and a chapter in a book entitled “Livestock
and Wealth Creation - Improving the husbandry of
livestock kept by resource poor farmers” published at
Nottingham, University Press 2005 - DFID and Livestock
Production Program.
The strategic plan for Solusi University is underpinned
by the need to guide undergraduate and graduate
education, research, outreach, and service programs
toward greater effectiveness in fulfilling Solusi’s mission
and recognition among peer Universities. The Faculty
will play a pivotal role in expanding the agricultural
efforts at the Solusi University farm.
The Faculty of Agriculture will enhance its focus and
depth in undergraduate education, graduate education,
research, and outreach in animal production systems
and be recognized as the leading university program
in animal production systems in Zimbabwe. This will
include experiential learning in the animal sciences.
The Bachelor of Science degree is designed to add
practical experience in the science, production, and
business aspects of the industry to prepare students for
leadership positions in ranch, farm, and agribusiness
management. Graduate education and research will
focus on fundamental and applied research in breeding,
nutrition, physiology, behaviour, integrated resource
management systems, economics, health, and range/
forage management. Outreach will span the breadth of
the topics of research to assure that industry participants
have practical knowledge in modern beef and dairy
production systems.
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Dean of Students launches ‘One Anotherness’ initiative
No color, No race, No tribe ……its One-anotherness!!!
The Director of Student Affairs Dr. Herbert Ndlovu launched the One- anotherness
initiative which is the guiding philosophy on how students are treated at the
institution. One anotherness is predicated on the notion that all at Solusi are ONE
and are all committed to working towards the prosperity of our university.
The vision is ‘No color, no tribe, we see people’, while the motto is ‘Oneanotherness, we serve’. The mission is, ‘A dynamic, inclusive and diverse Solusi in
the spirit of One-anotherness’.
The initiative was well received by Solusi students as the initiative places students at
the centre of all processes at the University.
Photo: http://growinggreatschoolsworldwide.com

Till We Meet Again;
The Solusi Story.
by Mduduzi Mkandla

Tell me an old-old story with no earthly glory.
Inspire the missionary in me not to feel so sorry.
Love, integrity and the Sabbath define its category.
Listen to the narrative of the native on the story.
When it began, it was a voyage in simplicity.
Endangering self and more to bring serendipity.
Many and I, stand-tall on the graves of sacrifice.
Early in their years they forsook family and trade.
Earning no salary, history and fame they made.
Telling the Solusi story through poetry won’t suffice!
Again I tell the story, from it, treasure each word.
God is in this place! Let all earth keep silence.
At His word, we continue to strive for excellence.
In educating for eternity we spring from the doubleedged sword.
New stories may come. But mine, none can afford!
Till We Meet Again; Ayikhule idlondlobale, undondolo
lokuwela’ mazibuko

The secret of education lies in respecting the pupil - Ralph Waldo Emerson
The foundation of every state is the education of its youth - Diogenes
After three days without reading, talk becomes flavorless - Chinese Proverb
Solusi Orb Volume 1 Issue 1					

6

An Ode to Solusi:
by Pastor Rich Isaac Ketani

They say success has many fathers but failure is an orphan,
When Solusi started in 1894 no one gave it the benefit of
doubt but Solusi …
Pressed forward knowing that great trophies lay ahead.
God did not see what you were but he saw what you
would become today.
You never waited for something big to occur but you
started with what you had,
Your humble beginnings have led you to something great,
You shared the suffering brought in by war and famine in
the region.
Never overlook the love, strength and rescue that God
provided in that situation
Today you brought the joy of growth, the splendour of
action for yesterday is but a memory and
tomorrow is only a vision but today well lived makes
yesterday a memory of happiness and
Every tomorrow a vision of hope.
Today you are the home of great minds and leaders; your
culture is so rich that it exceeds the Greek.

courage; discovering your strength.
You are the diamond glint on newly fallen snow; you are
the sunlight on ripen grain,
You are the soft gentle autumn rain ;the starlight at night.
You are a combination of special and rare gem.
Age is no barrier; it’s a limitation you put on your mind
It does not matter when you started; you will make it.
A single arrow is easily broken but not ten in a bundle
thus together we can make a difference,
Dependence on GOD ensures victory, When fear knocks
on the door answer with faith, when
doubt starts to creep in, take a moment to pray.
Never neglect prayer, always keep your head up high because if it’s down you will not be able to see the blessing
that God has placed in your
life,
In times of trouble keep your head up high, God gives his
hardest battles to his soldiers.
Remember no great battles; no great victories,
The size of your Goliath determines the level of your
greatness,
Everyday Solusi do your best and God will do the rest.
God bless Solusi!

Now Solusi, you are unfolding your wings finding the
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Professors Visit Solusi University
by Precedence Mweemba

Solusi University hosted two visiting professors for 35
days from the 1st of July to the 5th August 2018.
Professor Francis Machingura is from University of
Zimbabwe under the Department of Religious Studies
and Professor Thembinkosi Tshabalala who is currently
the chairperson of the Educational Department
of Zimbabwe Open University. Prof Thembinkosi
Tshabalala introduced the following:
•
Regulations for Mphil, Dphil in Education.
•
Setting up of programmes;
•
Consolidation of curriculum;
•
Pivotal role in benchmarking of faculty
meetings.
The contact visits came at a time when Solusi seeks
to expand its academic offering. Tshabalala’s visit
was quite beneficial to the institution as he shared his
broad-based knowledge on establishing post-graduate
programmes in the education discipline.
On the same day an interview was held with Dr.
Nkosiyabo Zvandasara, who is the Dean of Theology
and Religious Studies and he highlighted the
importance of Professor Francis Machingura’s visit.
Professor Francis Machingura’s visit also comes against
a background of adding to the academic rigour in the
faculty.

I am Solusi
by Tsitsi Masendu

I am Solusi
You are Solusi
We are Solusi
Let me tell you of a Story
Let me unravel a little bit of History
Nooo its not a Mystery
But rather a story of Victory.
A story of a place walked on by angels Holy
A place seen in a vision by a maiden
lowly.
A place with an ambiance that is
heavenly
A place where lives were changed, are
changing and will be changed verily.
Founded in nineteen eighty four.
Experienced the suffering brought to

the region by famine and war.
I can imagine the woe.
A place characterized by difficulty
but withstood on its toe
A place that endured this war and
stood firmly and strongly against its
foe.

They have seen the good and
bad,they are able to stand their
ground.
To a life ethical they are bound.
And the world cannot help but
look at the good qualities of Solusi
screaming loud

Of this Solusi, let me tell you a Story
Of this Solusi, Allow me to unravel a
little bit of History.
Again let me mention, its no mystery.
BUT RATHER A STORY OF VICTORY.

I am Solusi
You are Solusi
We are Solusi
We are proud

Equipped with a strong and still
living religious background.
Those who have been Solusi, those
who are Solusi and those who will be
Solusi acquire a mind sound.
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Solusi Flag flys high at the Megafest Awards 2018
by Danai Sango

Mrs Christine Dlamini, a lecturer in the Faculty of Education at Solusi University has managed to attain recognition for her excellent work in the Education Sector as
she won the Megafest Women’s Award as an outstanding
educational leader of the year 2018.Beaming with excitement, the humble and cheerful lady has refused to
take all the glory and insists on sharing it with the Solusi
family.

We shared some reflections on her career and views on
education.
“I am not an individual entrepreneur with my own
private business. I am a people’s person”.
“I wouldn’t say this is the best achievement “. I
am currently doing my research on professional
development. I still want to help somebody; a teacher
imparts skills for someone to grow to learn and impart
knowledge.”
“I taught in secondary school and have been in
leadership positions. I have encouraged people to go to
school. One of my passions is to help people realise the
importance of education. “
“The question to myself was, how do I empower
secondary teachers who are coming here to be great
teachers?”
“I would love to write a book on how to teach in tertiary
education”.
“Aspiring educators need to love their job and seeing
someone else growing. Our society needs people who are
focused and innovative. Education does not end we learn
every day, let us find ways to improve our education”.

Solusi University Health Expo in Pictures
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Southern Adventist University Visits Solusi

Briefing and Introductions in the Solusi University Boardroom

Tour of Solusi University
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logo: www.techzim.co.zw

Econet Wireless in conjunction with Solusi University
launched the Solusi Elevate Youth Club in July. The youth
club is a social group created for the university students
to develop a well-rounded graduate, who will have the
opportunity to experience and contribute to actual economic growth and gain exposure to various disciplines.
Club members receive continued support, mentoring and
guidance, while building an exciting career and lasting
relationships. Elevate seeks to leverage the resources,
networks, and skills of global experts in different sectors
to the students through this club.

employment.
Elevate unquestionably inspired Solusi students as they
participated in a completion for business pitches. In
so doing there are a number of students who exhibited
their business plan proposals. Prizes for the best business
pitches were awarded as follows:
Ashwell Ncube 			
$500- 1st Prize
Obey Chipetekure 		
$300- 2nd Prize
Amanda Nyoni			
$100- 3rd Prize
Ayanda Tewala Ferere		
$100-Runner Up
Clinton Tatenda Kabaira
Smart Phone (Best
tweets)
Mbonisi Siziba			
$100(Solusi Adventist
High School)

Elevate youth clubs are designed to support and equip
young people with different skills sets, among them entrepreneurship training and mentorship by highly qualified professionals. This enterprise goes a mile as million
youths in Zimbabwe have still birthed brilliant initiatives
with lack of training and funding capsizing their vision.
The most important merit about Elevate is that it helps
create employment by equipping young people with
vocational training skills and entrepreneurial skills that
enable them to start their own businesses and create

Sports Day First Semester 2018
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